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RESUMO

O parasitismo por Ornithonyssus sylviarum (Acari: Macronys-
sidae) foi relatado pela primeira vez em ninhegos de Coragyps
atratus em um remanescente de Mata Atlântica no sul do Bra-
sil, o Parque Estadual Mata dos Godoy (23º27’S, 51º15’W).
Coragyps atratus pode desempenhar papel na modificação da
distribuição de populações de parasitas em uma comunidade
natural de aves, pois utiliza tanto o ambiente natural quanto o
antropizado e pode agir como vetor em ambas as direções.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE: Ornithonyssus sylviarum, Coragyps
atratus, Fragmentação Florestal, Brasil.

Human activities such as agriculture, urban development,
and others are creating fragmented landscapes containing
forest remnants surrounded by patches of altered vegetation

and human land use. The ability of fragmented landscapes to
conserve a region’s biota is of concern to all those interested
in biological conservation (WARBURTON, 1997).
Fragmentation allows closer contact between domestic
animals and wildlife. This contact may alter the original
prevalence of parasites (MARINI et al., 1996) affecting wild
populations dynamics and ecosystem health (VANLEEUWEN
et al., 1998). Infectious and noninfectious diseases are being
recognized as an increasing challenge to wildlife conservation,
and there is a increasing need to consider this issues in
conservation and management programs (MARINI et al.,
1996; DEEM et al., 2001; FRIEND et al., 2001).

One nest of the Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) was
studied in the Mata dos Godoy State Park (MGSP) during a
three week period in September 2001. MGSP (656 ha;
23º27’S, 51º15’W) is one of the last remnants of Atlantic
Forest in north of Paraná State, southern Brazil. Much of the
area around the reserve has been deforested and it is being
used for agriculture, poultry or cattle raising. The nest (350
m from the forest edge) was on the ground in a hole at a base
of a tree (Gallesia integrifólia; Apocynaceae). Ectoparasites
were collected from two weeks age nestlings (two individuals)
and from the nest itself. In the next visit the nestlings were
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absent, possibly due to predation or even nest abandonment
probably caused by the massive infestation of blood feeding
mites. Nevertheless, there were no clues at the study site that
could indicate either one.

Both nestlings were highly infested with mites, all mites
collected were adults identified as Ornithonyssus sylviarum
(Acari: Macronyssidae), using criteria proposed by Guimarães
et al. (2001). Voucher specimens were deposited at the
Parasitological Collection of the Museum of Natural History
“Capão da Imbuia” (MHNCI 1627 to 1636), in the City of
Curitiba.

Ornithonyssus sylviarum is known as the northern fowl mite
and is widely described in more temperate zones (e.g., DICK
1981; KLICH et al., 1996; MASÁN, 1997). In Brazil it has been
reported in commercial laying hens flocks (GUIMARÃES et
al.; 2001) and in caged canaries (FACCINI et al., 1991).
Ornithonyssus spp. remain on the host most of the time and cau-
se considerable loss of blood (BOWMAN, 1999). Massive
infestation may cause the death of the bird (GUIMARÃES et
al.; 2001).

The proximity of the natural reserve Mata dos Godoy to
several commercial poultry flocks may contribute to the risk
of exchange of parasite species carried by animals that use
anthropomorphic environments, as is the case of C. atratus.
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